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Participants in sexual and family violence cases are often especially 
vulnerable.
This FREE online forum, tailored for defence counsel but open to all, 
will outline the reasons for this vulnerability and discuss best practice 
techniques for questioning vulnerable people.

June 2020

QUESTIONING 
VULNERABLE PEOPLE – 
BEST PRACTICE

FREE ONLINE FORUM

SPONSORED BY



FREE ONLINE FORUM 
QUESTIONING VULNERABLE  
PEOPLE – BEST PRACTICE 6 

CPD hours

The conduct of trials involving vulnerable parties is under the spotlight. If recent publicly 
expressed concerns are not addressed, the potential for regulation is real.   
Much research has been undertaken both in New Zealand and abroad and the consensus of 
opinion is that we can all learn valuable lessons about questioning vulnerable persons.  
We are privileged in this forum to bring together a panel of our leading experts in this field with 
a view to arming all counsel who engage in trials involving vulnerable persons with both the 
understanding and tools to more effectively communicate with those persons.  
This is the way of the future.  And it’s FREE! 

Jonathan Eaton QC
Chair

Participants in criminal trials are often vulnerable. This may be due to a range of personal and physical 
characteristics, as well as the events they are at court to give evidence about. The court experience itself is 
often very daunting. In sexual and family violence cases these factors are known to affect complainants and 
witnesses particularly strongly, and this may affect the quality of their evidence.   

This forum, the first in a series of events, will provide background information and encourage informed debate 
on defendants’ fair trial rights balanced against sensitive needs of vulnerable complainants and witnesses.
The forum will seek to answer key questions: 
• What makes a person in a sexual or family violence case vulnerable? 
• Why should questioning be tailored to address vulnerability? 
• What is the ‘best practice’ approach to questioning for vulnerable people? 

The forum will include: 
• Research, readings and resources to inform and improve your practice; 
• Context on the dynamics of sexual and family violence and how they affect complainants in the criminal 

justice system; 
• Explanation of the specific vulnerable characteristics that may be present in complainants and witnesses in 

sexual and family violence cases; 
• Practical tips and practice in forming better questions. 

Jonathan Eaton QC, Bridgeside Chambers, Christchurch
Jonathan is one of New Zealand’s leading defence counsel with a strong trial and appellate practice. He is the Vice-President (South 
Island) of the New Zealand Bar Association and chairs its Criminal Committee. Jonathan is a member of the steering committee of 
the Defence Lawyers Association and the Past President of the Canterbury branch of the Criminal Bar Association. 

PROGRAMME

FROM THE CHAIR

CHAIR

GUEST SPEAKER

Her Honour Judge Sally Cahill QC 
President, Council of Her Majesty’s Circuit Judges, Southwark Crown Court, London, UK 
Judge Cahill QC has extensive experience in dealing with the evidence of children and vulnerable witnesses.  
Between 2010 and 2016, she was course director at the Judicial College responsible for training all circuit judges in 
general crime, lectured on the approach to the evidence of the young and vulnerable, and a tutor in respect of  
sexual offences. Since 2015, she has been extensively involved in the training of advocates in respect of their  
approach to the questioning of vulnerable witnesses, including children. She was the lead judge on the pilot for the 
recording of the evidence of the young and vulnerable, and co-author of the judicial guidance for pilot.



PRESENTERS

Professor Elisabeth McDonald MNZM, 
University of Canterbury, Christchurch
Elisabeth teaches and researches criminal 
law and evidence, including the prosecution 
of sexual and family violence. Her Marsden-
funded research on trial process in adult 
rape cases was published in February 2020.

Dr Emily Henderson, Henderson Reeves, 
Whangarei
Emily is a practising lawyer who 
researches criminal trial reform, especially 
cross-examination. She helped develop 
the Sexual Violence Pilot Courts, 
Communication Assistants, and the 
Benchmark Guidelines.

Dr Kirsten Hanna, AUT, Auckland
Kirsten’s research areas include the 
treatment of child witnesses in the New 
Zealand criminal courts. She is a member of 
the International Investigative Interviewing 
Research Group (iiiRG).

Sally Kedge, Talking Trouble Aotearoa 
NZ, Auckland
Sally is the Director of Talking Trouble 
Aotearoa NZ. She is a speech-language 
therapist and court-appointed 
Communication Assistant.

Anne Stevens QC, Barrister, Dunedin
Anne was admitted 1988, and specialises in  
criminal defence work.

FORMAT

This online forum will include a mixture of presentations, discussion and comment 
from all presenters. You will be able to send questions in advance.

You will receive a link to a course webpage containing materials (see below), the 
full programme, and the email address for questions.  

PROGRAMME

The online forum is on Thursday 25 June and will run from 8.45am - 4.30pm.  
There will be breaks for morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea. 

The programme will consist of speakers and panels focussing on key questions.  
A detailed programme will be provided on the course webpage.

LEARNING  
OBJECTIVES

By attending this forum you will gain: 

• Deeper understanding of the reasons complainants and other witnesses in 
sexual and family violence cases may be vulnerable. 

• Practice in developing better questions. 
• Confidence that your own practice accords with the requirements of the 

Evidence Act and is acceptable in a court environment that increasingly caters 
for the needs of vulnerable people.  

WHO SHOULD 
ATTEND

All criminal practitioners involved in sexual and/or family violence cases (and
those who might be in future).  

MATERIALS

There is a large amount of excellent research, practical websites and other relevant 
reading available online. 

We will point you to the best available information by listing on the course  
webpage a range of online reading, resources and websites. Key readings will be  
highlighted, and we recommend you spend at least two hours preparing for the 
forum. 
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REGISTRATION

Last Name First Name Title

Firm/Organisation

Address

PO Box: DX:

Town/City: Postcode:

Phone:

Email:

FEE (Incl GST)  

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE

NZLS/Associate members   $Free
$Free

 Non-members   $Free

REGISTER ME FOR

LIVE WEB STREAM 
At your desk or device

DATE
25 JUNE 2020

TIME
8.45am-4.30pm

Please note: Live Web Stream 
registrations close 3pm  
Wednesday 24 June

REGISTER
ONLINE AT:  
www.lawyerseducation.co.nz 

INQUIRIES
0800 333 111
registrations@lawyerseducation.co.nz

CANCELLATION AND REFUND 
POLICY. 
NZLS CLE Ltd reserves the right to cancel or 
reschedule this programme if  necessary.

PRIVACY ACT 1993 
The information requested on this registration 
form is for NZLS CLE Ltd and the  
sponsors only.    

  
I do not wish the sponsors to receive my contact      

          details.

+


